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PEORIA OF TO-DAY

From the Aborigenes to the Present Day

EORIA, the second city of the state in population, is in two not unimportant
particulars, easily the first—in the beauty of its name and the beauty of its
location. It would be difficult to find among all the names of cities, Amer-

ican or European, a more euphonious combination of letters than go to form the
" names, Peoria, Illinois. Both names are of pure Indian origin. ‘“Peoria,” meaning
the land of fat beast, is derived from the Indian tribe, Pe-o’-rias, which was one of
the five tribes, viz.: Kaskaskias, Peorias, Cahokias, Tamaroas and Mitchigamies,
that comprised the “Illini” confederacy, and were in possession of the Illinois
Valley when Marquette first discovered it. “Illini”’ means perfect manly man.
To this the missionaries added the French ‘““ois,” meaning race, giving us the har-
monious name, Peoria, Illinois. -

But if the name is one agreeable to the ear, no less is the city a delight to the
eye. The great river which lends its name to the state, here broadened into a
lake, sweeps by in a gentle, outward curve seven miles long, from the narrows
above to the converging and wood-crowned heights below. Between these two
points of entrance and exit the lake in front and a wall of commanding bluff
behind, lies the broadened plateau, evidently designed by nature as the seat of the
great and prosperous city of Peoria. There are few more charming landscapes on
earth than that which greets the eye from the brow of these high bluffs.

Below is the busy city extending far up and down between the bluffs and the
river, its shaded homes, its stores and shops and public buildings, its broad streets
full of stirring life, its street cars gliding like a weaving shuttle in and out, its
steam boats at the landing, the silent expanse at the lake, its moving railroad
trains, its wooded bluffs on the farther shore—all these offer to him who takes
delight in the works of nature and of man and especially to the one who first
emerges upon the scene from the level prairie land behind, a landscape of quiet
and beauty that can never be forgotten.

And there is yet another view hardly less fascinating which is needed to com-
plete this picture—to look back at the bluffs from the city below, to let the eye
wander for miles along their magnificent fronts now crowned with noble residences
with all their appointments of shade trees and golden plats.

A famous traveler, familiar with many cities and many lands, when he first
beheld this scene some years ago, exclaimed, ‘It is the finest site for a city I ever
saw.”’
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There is, of course, no material change in the topography of this valley since
white man first discovered it, excepting that the swampy regions have been
drained and supplanted by valuable farms, residences and business sections. But
the vegetation has changed. The thick forests of hickory, oak, elm, walnut, and
many other varieties of trees, have almost completely disappeared. The large level
prairies covered with a coarse tall prairie grass, the seed stems of which were six or
eight feet high, interspersed with rosin seed and with a blue flower and when in
full growth, it was waved by the summer breezes like the rolling billows of the
deep ocean, blue and green, beautiful and enchanting, are a thing of the past.

It was this smiling meadow of wild flowers and native grasses that greeted
Marquette and Joliet, on Sunday June 25, 1673, the first white men to set their feet on
our prairies, and upon which, seven years later, Father Hennepin and M. de La Salle
landed with nine canoes and about thirty men, and with the consent of the Indians
built a fort, a stockade of logs, which they named Fort Creve Coeur. The exact lo-
cation of this fort is not known but all records seem to indicate that it was across the
river on the line of Fayette Street. Tonti, who was left by La Salle and Hennepin,
held this fort until September of the same year, when he was forced to vacate by
reason of an invasion by the Iroquois. And not until the spring of 1712 was
Peoria again inhabited by white men, when the French at Fort St. Louis, estab-
lished a trading post on the west bank of Peoria Lake (at the foot of Caroline
Street) and a number of families came here from Canada, built cabins in the
Indian village and erected a fort. This place was known as Old Peoria’s Fort and
Village. It soon became an important military and trading post, and was one of
a chain of trading posts with a fort, extending from Detroit to the mouth of the
Illinois River. For fifty years the French and half-breeds continued to live in the
town with the Indians as one people, and during that time peace and harmony
prevailed.

In 1763, with the cession of this country by the French to the English, inter-
necine war again broke out and for fifteen years no attempt was made to rebuild
Peoria. After Virginia’s conquest of the North-west in 1778, when this territory
became a part of Virginia, Jean Baptiste Maillet formed a settlement about one
and one-half miles below the old village, and it was named Fort Clarke. Within
ten years the old village was entirely deserted for the new, which continued to
prosper until the war of 1812.

In the meantime, with the ending of the Revolutionary War, this territory
was ceded to the United States on March 1st, 1784. The following year an ordi-
nance for ascertaining the mode of disposing lands in the western territory was
passed by the Continental Congress, and on July 13th, 1787, Congress passed the
celebrated ordinance of that date by which they provided that the whole territory
north-west of the Ohio River should be constituted one distriet for the purpose of
temporary government. On May 7th, 1800, the immense territory of the North-
west was divided by Congress and the present states of Illinois, Wisconsin, Mich-
igan and Indiana, were constituted the territory of Indiana for nine years. During
this time Capt. Wm. H. Harrison, afterwards president of the United States, was
appointed Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs and given full powers to
negotiate treaties between the United States and several Indian resident tribes for
the cession of lands. On February 3, 1809, the territory of Indiana was divided
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and the new territory Illinois was organized, which contained two counties, St.
Clair and Randolph. Eventually St. Clair was divided into other counties, and in
1812 Madison was organized within the limits of which was Peoria. When the
war of 1812 broke out, the French were suspected of aiding the British by giving
arms, etc., to hostile Indians, and Capt. Craig being sent up by the government to
investigate, on his arrival in November, believing this to be true, gave battle to
the Indians, took many French prisoners, and destroyed the town by setting fire
to the buildings.

April 1818, Illinois was admitted to the Union and in the spring of the following
year, a party of seven venturesome pioneers found their way to the east bank
of the Illinois river. This they ferried across and landed at Fort Clark. Here
they found the walls of two small log cabins, which stood on what is now Water
Street, and almost directly in front of Thomas & Clarke, and set to work to finish
them up for dwellings. These cabins were the first American dwelling places at
what is now the city of Peoria. Although there were no roads, steamboats, mail
routes, nor communications of any kind, and mail could only be had when called
for at the post office at St. Louis and a fee of twenty-five cents paid, the courage
of these settlers was such that it soon attracted the attention of others, and was
the root of “Peoria of To-day.” In 1821 Peoria became part and parcel of
the newly created County of Pike, and on January 13th, 1825, Peoria County
was created by an act of legislature. During the period 1821-1825 a number of
new settlers arrived in the territory now embraced in Peoria County, and signs of
organization were soon apparent. The assessment for Peoria in 1825 was $7,920
levied on thirty-one persons, ranging from $40 to $800 each. The following year
Peoria proper was first laid out by W. S. Hamilton, and on May 27th, 1834,
resurveyed by C. Ballance.

By this time immigration to Peoria set in steadily. On March 11th, 1835,
an election was held in accordance with an act passed by the legislature on
March 1st, 1831, “providing for the incorporation of towns and cities” and the village
of Peoria was incorporated. In the winter of 1844-45, the state legislature passed
a measure entitled “An act to Incorporate the City of Peoria,” providing therein
that the charter should be submitted to a vote of the people, and at the election
held on April 21st, 1845, the charter was accepted. On Monday of the following
week, the first election was held for officials to govern the newly made city, at
which time Wm. Hale was elected Mayor, and John L. Knowlton, Peter Sweat,
Chas. Kettell, Clark Cleveland, John Hamlin, Hervey Lightner and Amos P.
Bartlett as Aldermen.

From time to time after the incorporation of Peoria as a city, the original
charter was revised and in the last decade the limits of the municipality were
extended by various means. From a population of 1169, according to the census
taken in 1844, it has grown to over 100,000 (directory census 1914), and has
sufficient area to comfortably care for all, with room to expand. To-day it is one
of the richest and mcst beautiful cities in the world. Its growth has been steady and
certain in population; in commerce and manufacture; in educational, recreatory
and social institutions; and in everything which tends to advance and beautify.
True to the meaning of its name, it is ‘“the land of plenty,” and the ideal
city for everyone to live in. )



HON. EDWARD N. WOODRUFF

Edward N. Woodruff, Mayor of the City of Peoria, is a native of Peoria. He attended the grammar
and high school in his native city, and after spending a year out West in various lines of business, re-
turned to Peoria to assume the management of his father’s ice business, which he later incorporated,
and is to-day its president and manager. As a public factor he represented the first ward on the Board
of Aldermen two terms, and in 1903 was elected Mayor of the City of Peoria. In 1909 he was again
elected Mayor and has been in office ever since, being re-elected in 1911, 1913. and in 1915 with the
most overwhelming majority ever accorded any mayor in this city, having received 850 more votes than
all the other candidates put together. In 1888 Mr. Woodruff married Miss Anna Smith and has one
daughter. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine. He also belongs
to the Odd-Fellows, Elks and Modern Woodmen of America. He is a director and assistant treasurer
in the Peoria Life Insurance Co., and vice-president of the Peoria Tent and Awning Co.
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CITY GOVERNMENT

Putlic Building—Public Utilities—Improvements

The city government of Peoria, in the last several years has attracted the
attention of the State. The citizens realizing that the management of a ecity is
the same as that of any private business institution, have tried the experiment of
keeping the same mayor and set of officials in office for a number of years. With
the present mayor, who has become an expert in city affairs, as the executive,
aided by a trained corps of assistants, who not only have learned the will of the
people but respond to it, the administration of the city has been conducted on the
same sound business principles that prevail in the management of all large cor-
porations. It is co-operative with the people; it consults the different civic bodies,
the labor unions, the different professions and all people in different walks of life,
in all matter of public importance. The result is that there is no more representa-
tive government in the United States than the government of the City of Peoria.

That Peoria has profited astoundingly by it can not be questioned. The old
indebtedness has been paid off; public improvements have increased at a rapid rate;
new duties have been undertaken by the city government, such as the disposal and
collection of garbage and the purchase of additional city buildings; the lighting and
water systems have been improved and enlarged; and the scope of duties and
equipment of the police and fire departments, and all other departments of the
city have been increased. But there has been no increase in the tax rate.

Of the public service corporations Peoria has required the very best that they
had, at reasonable rates. They have been made, as far as possible, to co-operate
with the city, and to pay to the city a reasonable compensation for the use of
their franchises. The ecity has insisted that the rates they charge should be
based upon a reasonable return for the actual, physical value of the property
employed in serving the city, and for the purpose of adjusting these rates, insisted
upon auditing the books of several of these companies and appraising their plants.

Any one seeking a manufacturing site or a home is assured that in Peoria he
will find lower taxes, a healthier, more beautiful and cleaner city to live in, an
abundant water supply at reasonable rates, excellent transportation facilities,
telephone service, electric lights, gas and eity heating supplied cheaper than in
any other city of its size or larger, and that as a city it lives up to the constitu-
tional prerogative in having “a government of the people, by the people and for
the people.”

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

With the growth of every ecity the police department comes into more prom-
inence and demands a more perfect organization. In 1837 we find the first record
of a town chief being selected and in 1870 the first superintendent of police was
created in the person of John M. Guill. Keeping pace with the advancement of the
city, our police force to-day is composed of eighty-six brave, fearless men, and
under the guidance of Superintendent William W. Rhoades, are more than equal
for any exigency that may arise. A most complete and modern police signal and
alarm box system is installed, by means of which the chief or captain can communicate
with a’policeman on any beat at most any time. In 1912 a combination auto-






