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PREFACE.

Daniel Webster said :—*TIt is wise for us to recur to
the history of our ancestors. Those whe do not look
upon thefnselves as a link, connecting the past with the
tuture, do not perform their duty to the world.”

- We are all, largelv, creatures of heredity and environ-
ment, and it is with the hope that the narrative of what
has been done, will spur on to still greater achievements
those who follow, that this long work has been undér-
taken. '

“Honor and shame from no condition rise: Act well
vour part: there all the honor lies.”"—Popre.

Illinois was admitted as a state in 1818.  Its name was
taken from the Illini, which to the Algonguin Indians,
meant to be a man of full stature, imbued with all the
requisites of a noble warrior. The first European nation
to claim title to the vast region of which lllinois 1s a
part, was Spain, through Ferdinand De Soto who dis-
covered Florida. This was in 1541, but the Spaniards
never made settlements here. Then came James Mar-
quette, a Frenchman, in 1673, who explored the Missis-
sippl and Illinois rivers. In 1680, other Frenchmen, La
Salle and Hennepin crossed this region and built Fort
Creve Coeur, near the present site of Peoria, and Fort
St, Louis on “Starved Rock”.

The first settlemeint was at old Fort Clark, now Peo-
ria, by a few people, in 1819 and 1820. Peoria County
was first organmized in 1825, and the Harker family came
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in 1829 Andrew Jackson was then President of the
United States.

On March 8, 1825, the County Commissioners directed
that a Court Honse be built on the bank of the river,
south of Ft. Clark, en Blk. 51. It was built of hewn
logs and stood until 1843. The jail was under it. A
picture of this building may be seen in the rotunda of
the present court honse, 1913. They also directed J. L.
Bogaardus to take a census, which according to S. De
Witt Drown’s Directory of 1844, showed the population
to be 1236. In 1830, the census of Peoria County proper,
was taken by Isaac Waters, and showed 1792 people.
The first map of Peoria is dated 1831. The city and
county of Peoria, took the name from one of the five
tribes of Indians known as the Illini, or Minneway
nation. Old Ft. Clark was near the foot of what is now
Liberty street. It was a stockade of round logs planted
firmly in the ground, and filled in with earth. The
present town of Peoria was laid off and named in 1826,
and n 1832, could number but 22 buildings all told.

The printing of this genealogy came ahout primarily,
by reading “A Corner in Ancestry” by Eleanor Lexing-
ton, as published by one of the daily papers of Peoria,
I1i., on November 8, 1903. It gave a short sketch of the
Brown family, from an early date, and from which I
began to trace my son's lineage.

Later on, a fortunate purchase gave me 2 copy of
“The Higleys and their Ancestry”, by Mary Coffin
Johnson, of New York City, which traced his lineage on
the maternal side, back to the vear 1666, and from the
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reading of which, T became so enthusiastic as to try to
compile a record of his Harker kinship.

I have only had one aim in view, to make a careful -
and mmpartial record. So, for all omissions and errors,
I shall be sorry. “The memory of the pioneers is one
which should ever be cherished and honored, We who
live surrounded by all the comforts and conveniences of
a highly developed civilization can have but an inadequate
condeption of the stress of life in those times, when the
first steps were taken in the work of transforming the
wilderness into the fruitful and finished region in which
we now Hve. And it is well that we fevive the memoriés
of the worthies of a former time, who did so great a
work 1n the development of the country.”

“A commaonplace life we sav and we sigh:
But why should we sigh as we say?
The commonplace sun in the commonplace sky
Makes up the commonplace day. -
The moon and the stars are commosplace things,
Aad the flower that blooms and the bird that sings,
But dark were the world and sad our lot
If the flowers failed and the sun shone mot;
And God who studies each separate soml, -
Qut of commonplace lives makes his beautiful Whale"

—5Bwrsan CooLivse

My heartfelt thanks are due all those who have helped
in the gathering of this data, and for the sympathy and
good will extended by them.

—MARGARET PrFEIFFER Browy.
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CHAFPTER L

HE earhiest Harker in America of whom I find
T mention, was Anthony Tlarker who came in the

“Gnifin” 1 1633, probably in the empioy of
Thomas Leverett of Boston. His wife's pame was
Mary, and his children were ohn, Mary, Sarah, Merry,
Elizabeth, (See Savage Geneal. Dict. Vol. 2, p. 35.)

1 find mention also of John Harker of York in 1652
William of Lynn in 1661, and Johm in 1670. But the
James Harker from whor this family has descended,
was born in Ireland, June 25, 1703. He came to
America between 1703 and 1735, It is known by his
living - descendants, that the ofiginal family lived in
Sussex County, New Jersey, and the following is taken
from a History of Sussex Co., N. |., page 617:

“Among the first settlers of Hardwick which is a part
of Sussex, were Daniel Harker and others, who were
(Ouakers, and located here in 1735."

Altho posiive proof could not be obtained, all data
seemed to show that Daniel and James Harker were
brothers.  Sussex Co. was set off from Morris Co. in
1733, and Greenwich and Hardwick townships then be-
came a part of Sussex. In Vol G H. p. 303, at Sec. of
States—Trenton, N. J. is recorded the following deed :

“This Indenture made the 1st. day of March, in the
18th vear of the reign of George II, King of Great
Britain, etc., 1744, Between John Foster and Eunice
Foster, his wife, she being one of the daughters of
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Flizabeth Pearse ¥ * * zaid John Foster and Eunice
his wife are living in Flushing in the island of Nasaw,
~ within the Colony of New York, merchant of one part—
and James Harker of the township of Greenwich in
County of Morris in the Western Division of New Jersey,
veoman of 2d part. And whereas the first part did
legally hold land in New Jersey as per warrant dated
August 3, 1742 * * *

And this Indenture shows that ]ames Harker paid 30
pounds to said John and Eunice Foster for 233-1/3 acres,
it being part of the 330 acres of unlocated lands belong-
ing to said John and Eunice Foster, in ‘.Vestern New -

Jersey.
Indenture Record February 4, 1745.

Morristown, Morris County, N. J.

Minutes of Oyer and Terminer, commencing March
25, 1740,

- James Harker presented a petition to this Court, March
26, 1745, for a License to keep a public house and Inn,
in the township of Grineg where he now lives. The Court
upon reading the same orders daid petition filed in
Clerk’s office and grants to said Harker a License for 1
year next ensuing, he giving sureties.

James HarRRER, Principal,

JonaTHAN STILES, } Siifiiss

CAaLEs FAIRCEILD,

Court of Oyer and Terminer—ILiber A. March 25,
1746, James Harker—Freeholder.

Liber A—March 24, 1747. James Harker—Assessor.

Liber A—March 25, 1747, Granted License to keep



12 THE HARKER-HIGLEY ANCESTRY

public house and Inn i Grinigs where he now lives.
James Harker—Principal, Robert Gobel and Caleb Fair-
child, sureties. Granted again, December 28 1?48
James Harker, Freeholder, March 27, 1750. License to

keep Inn granted to James Harker, March 26, 1751, |

Abstract of Harker Wills at Sec. of State’s. office,
Trenton, N, J., between 1705—1804

Will of Daniel Harker 36:129.

 This will is dated May 22 1779,

Daniel Harker of Hardwick Twp., Sussex Co.. To my
eldest son’ John Harker, 300 acres. To my son James
Harker, the farm I bought of Lazarus Adams, and 20
acrés adjoining, also three other tracts of about 150 acres.
To two younger sons, Daniel and Sanmiel, the homestead
farm of about 30 acres to be divided between them. My
wife to live on the homestead as long as she remains my
widow, or until my sons Daniel and Sarmyel shall come
of age. To my daughter Rachel, 10 pounds, and the re-
maih&er of my estate to be divided into 7 parts—two
shares to my wife, to each of my danghters, Mary,
Margaret and Elizabeth, each one share, antd to each of
my tour sons 14 share.

Executors are my {riends, John Roy and William
Hankinson. Dated May 22, 1779—signed and sealed,

Will proved January 19, 1795 'Will was proved and
letters ot administration were granted to Daniel and
Samuel Harker, on the estate of Daniel Harker, late of
Sussex Co., the day and year above stated.

- There is also this Indenture recorded in Liber O. p.
526—Trenton, N. J.:
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Sale of 6] acres of land, November, 1773. By Daniel
Harker of Hardwick Twp., Sussex Co., N. T, to Thomas
Humt.

- There are also many other Harker wills and marriages
there on record, bearing the familiar family names of
Daniel, James, John, Jonathan, Samuel, David, Joseph,
Jeremizh, etc.

Among the records of Officers and Men of New Jersey,
in the Revohttionary War, are to be iound the following
Harkers: Abraham Harker, Captain Reading’s Co., 2d,
Reg; Abel Harker, 2d Batt., 2d Est. also Militia ; Daniel
Harker, Captain Gifford’s Co., 3d Batt.,, 2d Bst., also 3d
Batt. 1st Est; Nathaniel Harker, Capt. McMires Co., Ist
Est., Ist Batt; Daniel Harker, Lieut-Col., 2d Reg. Sussex,
Resigned February 6, 1777 Abel Harker, Capt. Snell’s
Co., 3d Batt, Gloucester, also Continental Artiiy ; David
~ Harker, Gloucester, private: fohn Harker, Monmouth,
private; John C. Harker, midshipman, 1826,  There i3
also record of Charles G Harker, born in New Jersey,
appointed from New York, Second Lieut., 2d Ini, Tuly,
1858; 2d Lieut. 9th Inf., August 15, 1838, Was killed
June 27, 1864, in hattle at Kenesaw Mountain, (reorgia,

There is also an interesting little account of a Samuel
Harker, Clergyman. He became pastor of a church at
Black River, N. J., October 31, 1732. He published
“Predestination Consistent with General Liberty™ in 1761,
tor which he was excluded and disqualified to preach, by
the Synods of New York and Philadelphia,

He subsequently published “An Appeal from the Synod,
to the Christian World”, in 1763—H : 435. The follow-

S
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ing 1s a copy of his will, dated March 22, 1;*64 Will of
Samuel Harler of Roxbury, Morris Co.

Minister. Wife Deborah. Sons Ahimaaz, DameL
. Daughters, Rachel, Jemima, Massa. The Executors were
Ahimaaz, and Sammel Grandine.



CHAPTER IL

"OSEPH HARKER, son of James, was born in that
part of Morris Co., N. J., which was set off, June §,
1733, and named Sussex Co. He was born Septem-

ber 28, 1743. His was the life of the early pioneer, as
the following plainly shows. Taken from “New Jersey
" as a Colony, and as a State”. Chap. 3, Old Homes and
Old Names. |

“Sussex County altho partially settled, had many a
family whose descendants later gained prominence in
New Jersey. It was early the training ground of men of
intellectual activity, and furnished in the upbuilding of
Newark and other cities of the eastern portion of New
Jersey. elements of strength. Thus in the Stillwater
region, the Harkers, Hunts, Swartwouts, etc., who had
defended the country in the Indian raids from 1755 to
1763.” |

The Revolutionary War began Apnl 19, 1775, with the
battle of Lexmgton, and Joseph Harker's war record is
herewith recorded. He was Commissioned in the New
Jersey Militia, Second Lieuf, Capt. Bates Co., Col
Ephraim Martin’s  Battalion, Brig-Gen'l Nathaniel
Heard’s Brigade, July to November 28, 1776.

Compmssioned January 14, 1777, First Lieut., Capt.
Abram Lyon's Co., Col. Martin's 4th Batt., 2d Est.,, New
Jersey Continental Line. Captain, 2d Reg. Sussex Co.
Miliha, was wotnded, shot through arm in action at
Minisink, N, J., July 22, 1778, Was also Captain of
State Troops, six months’ men in 1780,
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The following, taken from “History of N, J. as 3
Colony and as a State™ which may be found in our Public
Librarv, will be of interest to his descendants. *The
Colonel of the Third Battalion was Elias Dayton, Eph-
riam Martin holding a similar position in the Fourth.
These four Battalions, known as “Maxwell's Brigade”
were under the command of Brig-Gen']l Wm, Maxwell,
who had previously been Colonel of the 2d Batt. of the
Ist Est. To this position Gen'l Maxwell had been elected
by Congress, October 23, 1776, Throughout the summer
and antumn of 1777, Maxwell's Brigade rendered service
of a highly important character. Placed i the division
of the American army under the command of Major-
Gen'l Adam Stephen of Virginia, the Brigade, in May,
was encamped at Elizabethtown, Bound Brook, and Rah-
way, a porticn of the brigade taking part in the battle of
the Brandywine, finally encamping at Germantown.
Dhiring the battle of Germantown, the New Tersey bri-
gade, with a brigade from North Carolina, formed the
“Corps de reserve” and leff wing of the American army
commanded by Major-Gen'l Wm, Alexander. After
spending the winter at Valley [orge, the brigade was de-
tached from the main army. Being joined by six hundred
men under Col. Daniel Morgan, 1300 veterans under
Gen’l Charles Scott, both of Virginia, 1000 troops under
Brig-Gen’l Anthony Wayne of Penn, All commanded
by General Lafayette, “ Maxwell's Brigade” harassed and
impeded Gen't Clinton’s force, in its retreat through the
Jerseys, aiter the evacuation ot Philadelphia.

Although “sadly in want of clothing” the brigade par-
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ticipated in the battle of Monmouth. The winter of 1778
79 found the brigade at Elizabethtown, with a detach-
ment of the 2d Batt. at Newark, and a detachment of the
4th Batt. at Rahway, while under Major-Gen'l John Sul-
livan, the brigade tock part in the Indian Campaign of
1779.”

Also this account taken from the “New York Genea-
- logical and Biographical Record, Vol. 20, pp. 169-170.”

(General Hathorn in his report on the battle of Mini-
sink, made to Gen’l George Clinton, July 25, 1779, says:
“On the evening of the 21st of this inst. I received an
order from His Excellency General Washington, together
with a requisition of the commissary of prisoners, to.
furnish one hundred men to guard the British prisoners
on their way to Easton. I ordered three companies of
my regiment, including the exempt company, to parade -
for this purpose.” The making of this detail accounts

for the small number of men he tock to the Minisink
conflict.

The battle of Minisink, N. J., has been ably described
by others, and I will only make some reference to the
part taken by Col. Hathorn. Doctor Benjamin Tusten,
Lieut.-Col. of the Goshen regiment under Gen’l Allison,
with such men of the Orange Co. militia as he could
hastily coilect, and a small force of Sussex Co. troops
under Major Samuel Meeker, and Captain * Joseph
Harker of Hardyston, made a forced march for the
scene of hostilities. Major Meeker was wounded, as
well as Captain Harker, and nearly a fourth of the men
who fell were of their command. The names of Captain
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Stephen Mead, David Tallmage, Nathan Wade, Hardy-
ston men, are inscribed upon the monument at Goshen.”

Taken from “The Old New York Frontier”: Among
the slain were some of the best citizens of all the Mini-
sink region. On that rocky hill-side, about one mile from
Lackawaxen, their bones lay for more than forty years,
practically unburied. What remained of these bones
were gathered up in 1822, and followed by 12,000 people,
received honorable burial in Goshen, N. Y., where a

monument now records their names, fourty-four in
number.

Hardyston Memorial History of Township, and of the
North Presbyterian Church, Hardyston, Sussex Co., N,
J. By Alanson Haines, page /2.

Cagptain Joseph Harker had a farm and house near
- where S. Wilson now lives. The foundation of the
hotise is still to be seen near the Wallkill, by which the
road formerly ran. He recruited his company in this
vicinity and belonged to the 2d Sussex Regiment.

With a portion of his men, he joined the Goshen
troops, who were going to the Mimsink region, and
‘participated in the batile of July 22, 1/79. He was
wounded, and some of his men were killed. When he
went away from home with his company, Nathaniel
Martin of Wintage, who was then quite a lad, staid at
his house to protect his family., Reuben Mosier came to
this vieinity when a boy, having it is said, with his
mother, escaped from an Indian massacre in which
several of his family were slain. He had just grown to
manhood when the war broke out, and he joined Captain
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Joseph Harker's Company. He lived in Red Cedar Hol-
fow, in a log house near the widow Mellons.

Lieut.-Col. Daniel Harker, o the 2d Sussex Regiment

was supposed to have owned and lived upon the farmin -

Upper Hamburg, which was known as the Horker farm,
but in later yvears belonged to Peter Fountain.

After the Revolution, he removed with his brother, to
Stillwater township, where their descendants still live.”

Page 71, same book: “The 2d Reg. of Sussex Militia
was mainly raised in Hardyston, and as mmost of the
officers and men were from this vicimity, 1t 15 deserving
of especial mention. Among the Field and Staff Officers,
was Daniel Harker, Lieut.-Col. at Upper Hamburg”

From the Stillwater region, Captain Joseph Harker
with his family, went to Cayuga Co., New York, as the
following taken from a “History of the town of Mentz”
plainly shows, p. 314: “Other early settlers were James
and Martin Harker, from New Jersey, who located on
the site of the village.” This was very near the begin-
ning of 1800, |

Among records of Deeds there are found: “Martin
Harker of Mentz to Amasa Drake, dated 1822, conveys
part of lot 43, in Brutus (afterwards Mentz).

James Harker of Mente, to John Griggs, dated 1815.
Conveys part of lot 60 in Brutus township.

James Hambleton of Brutus, to James Harker of
Sterling. Dated 1825, conveys part of lot 63, Brutus,
now Mentz. _

Arrasa Drake to Martin Harker of Mentz, Dated
1825, conveys lot 45 in Brutus.






